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In every direction you turn today, you hear 
or see the words green or sustainable.  
Sustainability is no longer the musing of 

a few fringe pioneers, but rather a mainstay 
theme.  In our industry, that means delivering 
more sustainable communities and conserving 
precious resources for future generations.  
Much progress has been made in improving 
the environmental and energy efficiency 
within large commercial and multi-family 
buildings themselves, but how much progress 
have we made on sustainable infrastructure 
serving those buildings from the outside?

The land development industry has been 
successful in developing various standards 
to assist in assessing progress in sustainable 
design.  Examine any of those metrics, from 
LEED, to NAHB GreenHome, through 
Build It Green, and you will find few 
references to significant gains in sustainable 
infrastructure.  We recognize that minimizing 
site disturbance and impacts to natural 
habitat, selecting sites close to transportation, 

even selecting brown-field sites, result in some 
minimal credits in the rating systems.  But is 
that all we can do?

Sustainability results from the integrated 
consideration of all elements of developing 
places for our society to live, work and 
recreate, not just the vertical, habitable spaces 
within the buildings walls.  To be sure, what 
goes on in the building has a significant 
impact on the infrastructure serving the 
building, but are we realizing the full benefits 
of the efficiencies achieved inside?  

If buildings are where we live, then the 
infrastructure providing access to them, 
and the systems that deliver power, 
telecommunications,  water, sanitary sewer, 
and provide drainage and flood control, is 
the fabric that connects those buildings to a 
community.

Architects and mechanical/electrical 
engineers have led the way to more energy 
efficient and environmentally healthy 
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ULI Sacramento’s
Young Leaders 

In Action

Bonnie Chiu, Jones & Stokes

Bonnie Chiu has recently returned to Jones 
& Stokes as a Project Manager.  Bonnie 
began her career as an appointee of 
Governor Gray Davis serving in his Office 
of Planning and Research. Following the 
2003 Recall Election, Bonnie joined Jones 
& Stokes from 2003 to 2006.  Bonnie then 
worked for Centex Homes’ Sacramento 
Division from March 2006 to August 2007 
as a Forward Planner in the Community 
Development Department where she 
managed various entitlement efforts in 
the Sacramento region.  Joining Jones 
& Stokes again, she is now working on 
various water resource and 
land use planning projects.  
Bonnie is also involved in 
YLG Sacramento as he ULI 
Book Club coordinator. 
Congratulations to Bonnie 
on her recent career move!

Allison Joe, Economic & Planning Systems

Allison Joe was recently promoted to 
Vice-President at Economic & Planning 
Systems (EPS).  Since joining the firm 
in 2003, Allison’s focus has been on 
market and feasibility analysis in urban 
communities and redevelopment areas, 
with significant experience in economic 
and fiscal analysis, development of 
public/private partnerships related to 
infrastructure finance and redevelopment, 
and revitalization strategies for infill 
and waterfront development.  In the 
Sacramento region, Allison is currently 
working with the City of West Sacramento 
and private landowners in the Triangle 
area of West Sacramento to understand 
the feasibility of development there.  
In addition, Allison manages multiple 
projects in the Los Angeles area, including 
the Port of Los Angeles, as well as the 
Seattle area.  Congratulations, Allison!

– contributed by Isabel Domeyko, Economic 
& Planning Systems, YLG Subcommittee 

member and ULI Book Club Co-coordinator
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YLG Chair’s Corner

It is with great honor that I assumed the position of chair of the 
Sacramento District Council ULI Young Leaders Group for the 
2007-2008 year.  My immediate predecessor Shanna Zuspan set the 

bar extremely high by preparing diverse array of programs that both 
entertained and educated our members this past year.  I and our entire 
subcommittee have been working hard since the summer to continue 
that tradition.  The subcommittee is as large as it’s ever been and this 
fall and winter, we were as busy as ever, producing two stellar general 
programs (Sacramento General Plan Update and the 18th and L Street Tour), two 
mixers/tours (Blue Cue remodel and the Parlare/Citizen Hotel Tour), beginning the 
third installment of YLG Forums, participating in the ULI Fall Meeting in Las Vegas, 
and hosting our annual Holiday Party.   I think it’s safe to say that holidays and the 
end of 2007 couldn’t come soon enough for our subcommittee members.

As we enter into a new year, 2008, I can’t help but reflect back on how far Sacramento 
District Council ULI Young Leaders Group has come in such a short time.  It wasn’t 
that long ago when past Chairs Isabel Domekyo, Kaycie Edwards, and Shanna Zuspan 
along with supporting subcommittee members Clifton Taylor, Katie Hofmann, and 
others gathered together to organize Sacramento YLG’s first-ever program, a tour of 
the East End Lofts on 16th and J Street Lofts in April 2004.  These visionaries had a 
goal to invigorate and actively engage an often forgotten segment of the development 
industry, the young professional.  As an attendee at that first event, I never thought 
that an organization could successfully assemble such a diverse array of young industry 
professionals and provide programs that served the individual needs of the attendees.  

On that date, the original mission statement “to increase the involvement and 
influence of young land-use development professionals in the Sacramento region by 
connecting them with today’s leaders, education, professional programs, events and 
networking opportunities,” was achieved.  It is our hope and belief that over the past 
four years ULI YLG has stayed true to the original mission and provided programs 
and events that offer networking opportunities, technical information, management 
strategies, and professional development content throughout the Sacramento Region.   

Since 2004, we have had more than 30 programs and mixers with topics ranging from 
“Project Management 101” to “How to Exercise Influence without Authority” to in 
depth panel discussions about Flood Control and the development of the Railyards 
Specific Plan Area.  Over that same period our event attendance has grown and YLG 
membership has grown by nearly five times, accounting for nearly 25 percent of the 
Sacramento District Council’s total membership.  This is something that we should all 
be proud of and none of this would be possible without the support of ULI Executive 
Steering Committee, particularly Randy Sater, Tim Youmans, Mary Sater, and John 
Hodgson.  But most importantly, this growth would not be possible without the 
participation and energy of our members.  None of the programs and events would 
take place without members volunteering their time to prepare event topics, lining up 
speakers, offering meeting/tour space, and participating as speakers.

With all of these recent successes two things became abundantly clear: 1. We are 
headed in the right direction with our growth and program development; 2. We have 
not scratched the surface of what this organization can accomplish both in and for our 
region.  With so many Young Leaders we have both the opportunity and obligation to 
become actively involved in the discourse that will ultimately determine the identity 
of this region.  Young Leaders will remain dedicated to harnessing and cultivating the 
ideas and visions of our members and will strive to provide opportunities and outlets 
to put the ideas into action.  If you have suggestions about how we can continue to 
grow improve YLG or you just want to find a way to do more within the District 
Council, please don’t hesitate to contact Shanna (shannaz@cityofwestsacramento.org) 
or me (jbodipo@pbsj.com).  I hope you all enjoy a prosperous new year, reflect fondly 
on the past, and embrace the positive changes that are soon to come.

Jose Bodipo-Memba, YLG Chair


